Date



Honorable Carol Liu
Chair, Senate Education Committee
State Capitol, Room 2083
Sacramento, CA  95814

RE:			SB 725
POSITION:		Support

Dear Senator Liu:

I am writing to express my [personal/organization/business’] support for passage of SB 725 (Hancock), legislation to update California’s Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA) Standards.  Current VAPA standards are fourteen years old.  Passage of SB 725 is necessary to review and bring the Visual and Performing Arts curriculum into the 21st century.

Visual and Performing Arts Education has been found to engage students in learning and reduce both truancy and dropout rates.  Since Visual and Performing Arts are one of the curricular areas required for inclusion in each school district’s Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) the state should provide up to date standards to serve as the basis of instruction.   

SB 725 will require that the Superintendent of Public Instruction recommend new VAPA standards to the State Board of Education.  The State Board of Education will be required to adopt the standards no later than June 30, 2017.  

[Personal testimony…the importance of VAPA education, the difference it makes for students, why you think passage of SB 725 is important…be specific. See the fact sheet for additional rationale.]

SB 725 will update VAPA education in California and provide our students with an updated curriculum.  Please vote yes on SB 725 when it is heard in the Senate Education Committee.


Sincerely,
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Your Name
(Title)
Your Street Address
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