Dear Governor NAME,
I hope most of all that this finds you, your family and staff doing well as we move through this extraordinary time.  I am grateful for your leadership through the pandemic and your ongoing commitment to address the challenges, needed changes and opportunities for our country.  
Throughout the pandemic, and as we work toward recovery, together with the National Association of Music Merchants (NAMM), we share concerns about the well-being of all children in the U.S. whose education has been so severely disrupted this past year, as well as how the realities of returning to school are addressed.  In March 2020, NAMM hosted dozens of online events to help students, teachers, and parents with the transition to online music teaching and learning.  Through the many months of the pandemic, music proved once again to be a sustaining and empowering activity for children, young adults, their families and for people of all ages and abilities.  Music will also support the social and emotional well-being of all children and young adults as they return to school.   Research-based information funded by The NAMM Foundation about mitigation protocols for in-person music making is providing a blueprint for the return to music education in schools and communities in the U.S. and around the world. 
NAMM, and the more than 10,000 music businesses it represents as a 120-year-old trade association, remains steadfast in the belief that every child should have access to a well-rounded education that includes music.  I extend my appreciation for pandemic-related emergency assistance to local communities for education so that every child receives the needed resources and support from school and community for their education and developmental needs. Your actions as Governor can assure equity and access to music and arts learning for all children, which is critical for their social and emotional development. 
[bookmark: _Hlk41908975]To support the children of our state, I request that you, together with the state education department:  
· [bookmark: _Hlk42700614]Utilize ESSA’s Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants (Title IV, Part A) and other federal programs to create and expand music learning opportunities to assure well-rounded educational and address the social and emotional well-being of all students.  This funding supports equitable programs for underserved, poor and rural communities, supports student growth and social emotional learning, advances teacher training and influences school culture and community connections through music and art offerings. We request that these funds are not redirected or pooled with other funding programs. 
· Share with your constituents the peer-reviewed research concerning mitigation protocols for in-person music learning as children return to school.
· Sign the “Arts ARE Education” pledge supporting the arts as important to student well-being in this and all times; share on your website and constituent outreach.

About NAMM

The National Association of Music Merchants (NAMM) is the not-for-profit association with a mission to strengthen the $17 billion music products industry. NAMM’s 8,000 US business members are dedicated to meeting music learning and making opportunities for people of all ages and abilities in communities in every state; over 2,500 international members are located in 104 countries and regions. NAMM events and members fund The NAMM Foundation's efforts to promote the pleasures and benefits of music, and advance active participation in music making across the lifespan. 
