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Music Education Advocacy

Antitrust Reminder 

NAMM has put in place an Antitrust Policy governing all activity during 
NAMM-sponsored events.  NAMM’s Antitrust Policy covers all 
participants, including speakers, and audience members at NAMM 
Events. 

Participants in today’s webinar must not exchange competitively 
sensitive information, including information regarding wholesale and 
retail prices, discounts, credit terms, margins or profits, proposed price 
increases or decreases, price ranges, price formulas, MAP policies 
and RPM policies.



Music Education Advocacy

As background, NAMM continues to monitor and provide its members 
with guidance from the World Health Organization, the Centers for 
Disease Control and federal, state and local government authorities and 
health officials, and it should be noted, that guidance, school and 
community activity re-opening will vary by state and local community.  
Just a note that what we offer today in all webinars is not professional 
medical, legal or financial advice.

Disclaimer



What Will We Cover

Music Education Advocacy

• Education Funding: State Education Funding and Potential Impact 
on Curriculum Offerings

• Blueprint for School Reopening

• Potential for Congressional Response to Education Funding 
Realities, and Advocacy for Same

• Professional Response for Music Education and “Call for 
Innovation”

• Example of Advocacy in Action: New Jersey

• Calls to Action: “Mobilizing for Student-centered Advocacy” 
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Music Education Advocacy
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Q & A

Music Education Advocacy

To ask a question on today’s Webinar: 

• Open the ‘Q&A’ tab at the bottom of your screen
• Type your question into the Q&A box
• Click ‘Send’



WELCOME

Joe Lamond
NAMM President and CEO



Education Funding & State Reopening Plans

Music Education Advocacy

Jeremy Anderson
President, Education Commission of the States

Lexi Anderson
Assistant Director, Education Commission of the States



COVID-19

ecs.org |    @EdCommission

Education Reopening and Funding



COVID-19 and Ed Policy

www.ecs.org    |    @EdCommission

• Remote Learning

• Waivers for Assessments and Instructional Time

• Teacher Preparation and Evaluation

• Finance

• Student Health and Wellness



Continued and Future Learning

• School Re-opening Plans

• School operations

• Whole child supports

• School personnel

• Academics

• Distance learning

Source: American Enterprise Institute
www.ecs.org    |    @EdCommission



State Examples

• Colorado
• School district needs inventory for future learning

• Montana
• School re-entry and recovery guidance

• Utah
• Phases to recovery

www.ecs.org    |    @EdCommission



22 States Enacted COVID-19 Related 
Education Bills
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State Revenue

www.ecs.org    |    @EdCommission

FY 2020: 11% ($612 million)

FY 2021: 15% ($815 million)

FY 2020: 3% ($451 million)

FY 2021: 18% ($2.4 billion)

FY 2020: 5% ($507 million)

FY 2020: 13-15% ($3.8 – 4.5 billion)

FY 2021: 14-23% ($4.2 – 7.2 billion)

FY 2021: 6% ($643 million)

Preliminary Estimated General Fund Revenue Declines in Fiscal Years 2020 and 2021

Source: CBPP



State Budgets

• Preliminary estimates are showing drops between 10% and 20%
• A 10% decrease would see a reduction of over $21 billion for public 

schools
• A 20% decrease would see a reduction of over $57 billion for public 

schools

• The 2021-22 budgets will likely have larger drops.
• Due to income tax effects

• States beginning to implement budget cuts and provide 
flexibility in school spending

Source: Learning Policy Institute

www.ecs.org    |    @EdCommission



State Examples

• Colorado
• Gov. Polis announced several budget cuts including Educator 

Loan Forgiveness Fund, Colorado Second Chance Scholarship, 
teaching fellowship stipends and teacher mentor grant program.

• Montana
• Published guidance for allocation of CARES Act funds including 

preliminary estimates of how funds will be allocated to individual 
schools.

• North Carolina
• Announced a new $50 million flexible allotment for public schools 

to address COVID-19 related expenses with additional flexibilities 
for districts to use existing allocations.

www.ecs.org    |    @EdCommission



Important Resources

• ECS COVID-19 Resource Page:  
https://www.ecs.org/covid-19-update/

• Arts Education Partnership COVID-19 Resource page:  
https://www.aep-arts.org/covid-19-resources/

www.ecs.org    |    @EdCommission



Music Education Advocacy

Potential for Congressional Response to 
Funding Realities, and Advocacy for Same 

Chris Cushing
Managing Director, Federal Strategies Team, Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough

Connie Myers
Policy Advisor, Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough 



www.CCSSO.org



www.CCSSO.org



nafme.org/advocacy/grassroots-action-center



nafme.org/advocacy/grassroots-action-center



Music Education Advocacy

Professional Response for Music Education 
and Call for Innovation

Lynn Tuttle
Director of Public Policy, Research, and Professional Development, NAfME

Kathleen Sanz
President, NAfME; President /CEO, CFAE; State Executive, FMEA





Advocacy Moving Forward
Where do we go from here?



Advocacy Moving Forward
• Music is part of a ‘well-rounded education’ defined by federal law. 

This doesn’t mandate music in any school, but it helps provide 
additional legitimacy to the academic nature of music education.

• “One of the best forms of preventative advocacy is a strong, vital, 
quality music education program.” 

• Is music education being included in distance learning?

• Actively communicate with administrators and parents.



Returning to school
• Will Social Distancing Measures remain in place?

• Staggered days
• Staggered start times
• Limitations on number of students in one room together

• Impact on ensembles?
• How are you thinking creatively? (Chamber music? Multiple 

rooms for music?)
• What might be public health concerns?
• How will you continue to provide an active, standards-

based music program for your students?

• Do you have models to share? Please let us know.



Support for your return to school
Music Education and Social Emotional Learning



Support for your return to school
A Unified Statement for Advocacy

The National Association for Music Education,  
NAMM Foundation, CMA Foundation and other 
music education organizations are working with our 
national arts education partners on a unified 
statement for your use locally.

The statement will be finished and available by next 
week.

• Arts education supports the social and 
emotional well-being of students, whether 
through distance learning or in person. 

• Arts education nurtures the creation of a 
welcoming school environment where 
students can express themselves in a safe 
and positive way. 

• Arts education is part of a well-rounded 
education for all students as understood and 
supported by federal and state policymakers



Local Advocacy 
Action Plan 

nafme.org  Grassroots Action Center 
Local Advocacy Action Plan



Other advocacy resources…



Actions you can take 
• Use NAfME resources 

• Local Advocacy Action Plan – make a plan to advocate for your program
• Civic Action Field Guide – get a refresher on education policy and elections
• State MEAs – find your advocacy chair
• NAfME website – www.nafme.org

• Send us your stories of distance learning  - advocacy@nafme.org, Facebook, 
Twitter

• Check the NAfME Grassroots Action Center
• Send a letter to Congress urging action on State Education Budgets
• Check back for opportunities to advocate for federal education aid to states.



Thank you!

advocacy@nafme.org



Music Education Advocacy

Example of Advocacy In Action: New Jersey

Bob Morrison
CEO, Quadrant Research; Director, Arts Ed. NJ























Music Education Advocacy

Calls to Action

Urge Congress to advance needed relief for education 
funding for states so educational opportunity in all 
well-rounded subjects including music and arts 
education as defined by ESSA can reach every child. 

Urge every music education stakeholder to meet with 
local education leaders and elected officials to assure 
that planning for school re-opening includes music 
and arts education - the heart and soul of student 
learning. 



Report On Your Activity 
Update us at: 

advocacy@nafme.org  
or 

erice@namm.org 



John Rich, Singer, Songwriter, Entrepreneur, Advocate 



Resources
Updated
Regularly 

nammfoundation.org/projects/namm-foundation-covid-19-resources



Event SAVE THE DATE
NAMM’s Music Advocacy Summit

June 16th

Registration opens next week!

namm.org/issues-and-advocacy





Resource 

www.namm.org/sites/www.namm.org/files_public/resources/COVID-19%20Instrument%20Cleaning%20Guidelines.pdf



www.namm.org/issues-and-advocacy/covid-19-updates-and-resources-business

Resource 



www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-small-business

Resource 



Making Music Webinars



NAMMU Webinars



Final Thoughts 



I’ve met all my best 
friends and made 
amazing memories 
through music ensembles. 
Being in band was the 
only motivation keeping 
me away from senioritis 
so now I’m just sad and 
bored.”



Choir is my time to be free. Choir 
is my everyday reminder that 
music is important to me and it’s 
more than just a sound. Choir 
lets me breathe. It lets me 
release everything I’ve built up 
throughout the school day. It’s 
my passion, and I think the only 
thing I’m missing from school is 
my ensemble.”



Band is a time of the day 
where I’m able to separate 
my mind from every other 
stressful thing going on in 
school and to focus on 
music, which relaxes 
me. I will miss having that 
designated time of day to 
focus on my music.”



Reminder
The information and resources mentioned in this 

webinar are available at

nammfoundation.org/projects/namm-foundation-covid-
19-resources

Let Us Hear From You 
Erice@namm.org



MUSIC CONNECTS USMUSIC CONNECTS US

Thank You!Thank You!


